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Day One: Florida’s Economy 

Florida has one of the largest economies in the United States. Many people visit Florida 

every year, making tourism one of the most important industries in the state. Famous 

places like beaches, theme parks, and national parks attract millions of visitors. 

Another major part of Florida’s economy is agriculture. Farmers grow crops such as 

oranges, strawberries, tomatoes, and sugarcane. Florida is especially known for its orange 

juice! 

Florida also has a strong international trade system. Because it is close to Latin America 

and has many ports, goods are shipped in and out of the state every day. This helps 

businesses grow and creates jobs. 

The state also has growing industries in technology, healthcare, and construction. Many 

people move to Florida, which increases the need for homes, hospitals, and services. 

All of these industries work together to make Florida’s economy strong and diverse. 

 

Vocabulary Words 

Directions: Match each word with its meaning. 

1. Economy ______ 

2. Tourism ______ 

3. Agriculture ______ 

4. Industry ______ 

5. Trade ______ 

6. Port ______ 

A. The buying and selling of goods 

B. Growing crops and raising animals 

C. A place where ships load and unload goods 

D. People traveling for fun 

E. A system of money, jobs, and businesses 

F. A group of businesses that make similar products 
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Comprehension Questions 

Multiple Choice 

1. What is one of the biggest industries in Florida? 

☐ A. Mining 

☐ B. Tourism 

☐ C. Fishing 

☐ D. Manufacturing 

2. Why is Florida important for trade? 

☐ A. It has mountains 

☐ B. It has many forests 

☐ C. It has many ports and a good location 

☐ D. It has cold weather 

3. Which crop is Florida especially known for? 

☐ A. Apples 

☐ B. Corn 

☐ C. Oranges 

☐ D. Wheat 

 

Short Answer 

4. Name two major industries in Florida. 

 

5. Why do many people visit Florida? 

 

6. How does agriculture help Florida’s economy? 

 

 

Critical Thinking 

7. Why is having many different industries good for Florida’s economy? 
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8. If you could start a business in Florida, what would it be and why? 

 

 

 

Bonus Activity 

Draw a picture showing one Florida industry (tourism, farming, or trade). Label what is 

happening in your picture. 
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Day Two: What is Tourism? 

Tourism is when people travel to different places for fun, relaxation, or learning. Florida is 

one of the most popular tourist destinations in the United States. Millions of people visit 

Florida each year. 

Why do so many people come to Florida? One reason is the weather. Florida is known as the 

“Sunshine State” because it has warm temperatures and lots of sunny days. Visitors also 

enjoy Florida’s beautiful beaches, theme parks, and natural attractions. 

Tourism is very important to Florida’s economy. It creates jobs for people who work in 

hotels, restaurants, amusement parks, and transportation. When tourists spend money, it 

helps businesses grow and supports local communities. 

Questions  

Multiple Choice 

1. What is tourism? 

A. Working in a hotel 

B. Traveling for fun or learning 

C. Living in Florida 

D. Driving to school 

2. Why is Florida called the “Sunshine State”? 

A. It has many cities 

B. It has lots of rain 

C. It has warm, sunny weather 

D. It has many buildings 

Short Answer 

3. Name two reasons why people visit Florida. 

 

4. How does tourism help Florida’s economy? 
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Florida’s Attractions 

Florida has many exciting attractions for visitors. Some of the most famous are theme parks 

like Walt Disney World and Universal Studios. Families travel from all over the world to visit 

these places. 

Florida is also known for its natural beauty. The Everglades is a large wetland where 

visitors can see animals like alligators and birds. There are also many state parks where 

people can hike, camp, and explore nature. 

The beaches in Florida are another big attraction. With miles of sandy shores, people enjoy 

swimming, surfing, and relaxing in the sun. 

 

Questions  

Multiple Choice 

5. Which is a natural attraction in Florida? 

A. Theme parks 

B. The Everglades 

C. Hotels 

D. Restaurants 

6. What can people do at Florida’s beaches? 

A. Ski 

B. Swim and relax 

C. Build factories 

D. Study math 

Short Answer 

7. Name one theme park in Florida. 

 

8. What kinds of animals might you see in the Everglades? 
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Jobs in Tourism 

Tourism creates many different kinds of jobs in Florida. Some people work in hotels as 

managers or housekeepers. Others work in restaurants as chefs or servers. 

Theme parks also employ many workers, including ride operators, performers, and guides. 

Transportation workers, such as bus drivers and airport staff, help tourists travel safely. 

These jobs are important because they help visitors have a good experience. When tourists 

enjoy their trip, they are more likely to return. 

 

Questions 

Multiple Choice 

9. Which is a job in tourism? 

A. Farmer 

B. Ride operator 

C. Scientist 

D. Teacher 

10. Why are tourism jobs important? 

A. They make tourists leave 

B. They help tourists have a good experience 

C. They stop people from traveling 

D. They close businesses 

Short Answer 

11. Name two jobs in the tourism industry. 

 

12. Why might tourists return to Florida? 

 

 

Critical Thinking  

13. Why do you think tourism is important for Florida? 
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14. What is your favorite place in Florida (or one you’d like to visit)? Why? 

 

15. How can people help protect Florida’s natural attractions? 

 

 

Bonus Activity (Optional) 

Draw a picture of a Florida attraction (beach, theme park, or the Everglades). Label at least 

3 things in your drawing. 

  



8 
 

Day Three: What is Agriculture? 

Agriculture is the practice of growing crops and raising animals for food and other 

products. Florida has a strong agriculture industry because of its warm climate, rich soil, 

and long growing season. 

Farmers in Florida grow many different crops, including oranges, strawberries, tomatoes, 

and sugarcane. Florida is especially famous for its oranges, which are used to make orange 

juice. 

Agriculture is important to Florida’s economy. It provides food for people across the 

country and creates jobs for farmers, truck drivers, and workers in food processing plants. 

 

Questions  

Multiple Choice 

1. What is agriculture? 

A. Traveling for fun 

B. Growing crops and raising animals 

C. Building houses 

D. Selling clothes 

2. Why is Florida good for farming? 

A. It is very cold 

B. It has little rain 

C. It has a warm climate and good soil 

D. It has no land 

Short Answer 

3. Name two crops grown in Florida. 

 

4. How does agriculture help Florida’s economy? 
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Florida Crops and Products 

Florida produces many important crops. Citrus fruits like oranges and grapefruits are some 

of the most well-known. Farmers also grow vegetables such as tomatoes, peppers, and 

cucumbers. 

In addition to fruits and vegetables, Florida produces sugarcane, which is used to make 

sugar. The state is also known for its cattle and dairy farms, where cows are raised for milk 

and beef. 

These products are sold across the United States and even in other countries. This makes 

Florida an important part of the nation’s food supply. 

 

Questions  

Multiple Choice 

5. Which is a citrus fruit grown in Florida? 

A. Apple 

B. Orange 

C. Banana 

D. Peach 

6. What is sugarcane used to make? 

A. Bread 

B. Sugar 

C. Juice 

D. Cheese 

Short Answer 

7. Name one vegetable grown in Florida. 

 

8. What animals are raised on Florida farms? 
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Farming Challenges and Technology 

Farming in Florida is not always easy. Farmers must deal with challenges such as 

hurricanes, pests, and plant diseases. These problems can damage crops and reduce the 

amount of food farmers can produce. 

To help solve these problems, farmers use technology. They may use machines to plant and 

harvest crops more quickly. Some farmers use irrigation systems to water their fields and 

drones to monitor crop health. 

By using new tools and methods, farmers can grow more food and protect their crops. 

 

Questions  

Multiple Choice 

9. What is a challenge farmers in Florida face? 

A. Snowstorms 

B. Hurricanes 

C. Volcanoes 

D. Earthquakes 

10. What do farmers use technology for? 

A. To stop working 

B. To make farming harder 

C. To grow and protect crops 

D. To travel 

Short Answer 

11. Name one challenge farmers face. 

 

12. Name one type of technology used in farming. 
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Critical Thinking  

13. Why is agriculture important to Florida and other states? 

 

14. What do you think would happen if farmers could not grow enough food? 

 

15. How can technology help farmers in the future? 

 

 

Bonus Activity (Optional) 

Draw a Florida farm. Include at least: 

• One crop 

• One piece of equipment 

• One animal (optional) 

Label at least 3 parts of your drawing. 

 

Answer Key for Teachers 

1. B 

2. C 

3. Answers may vary (e.g., oranges, strawberries) 

4. Provides jobs and food 

5. B 

6. B 

7. Answers may vary (e.g., tomatoes) 

8. Cows (or other livestock) 

9. B 

10. C 

11. Answers may vary (e.g., pests, hurricanes) 



12 
 

12. Answers may vary (e.g., tractors, drones, irrigation) 
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Day Four: What is Aerospace? 

Aerospace is the industry that designs, builds, and launches aircraft and spacecraft. Aircraft 

fly in the sky, like airplanes and helicopters. Spacecraft travel beyond Earth into space. 

Florida is an important place for aerospace activities. Many rockets are launched from 

Florida because it is close to the equator, which helps rockets use less fuel. Florida also has 

large open areas near the ocean, which makes launches safer. 

The aerospace industry is important because it helps people travel, study space, and create 

new technology. 

 

Questions  

Multiple Choice 

1. What does aerospace include? 

A. Farming and fishing 

B. Aircraft and spacecraft 

C. Cooking and baking 

D. Teaching and learning 

2. Why is Florida a good place to launch rockets? 

A. It is very cold 

B. It is close to the equator 

C. It has many mountains 

D. It has no water 

Short Answer 

3. What is the difference between an aircraft and a spacecraft? 

 

4. Name one reason aerospace is important. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 
 

Space Launches in Florida 

Florida is home to one of the most famous space launch sites in the world, Kennedy Space 

Center. Many rockets have launched from this site, including missions that sent astronauts 

to the Moon. 

Today, rockets still launch from Florida to carry satellites, supplies, and astronauts into 

space. Companies and organizations work together to make these missions successful. 

People from all over the world visit Florida to watch rocket launches. This also helps 

Florida’s economy by bringing in tourists. 

 

Questions  

Multiple Choice 

5. What is a famous launch site in Florida? 

A. Central Park 

B. Kennedy Space Center 

C. The Everglades 

D. Disney World 

6. What do rockets carry into space? 

A. Only food 

B. Only people 

C. Satellites, supplies, and astronauts 

D. Cars 

Short Answer 

7. Why do people visit Florida to watch rocket launches? 

 

8. How do launches help Florida’s economy? 
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Jobs in Aerospace 

The aerospace industry creates many different jobs. Engineers design rockets and 

spacecraft. Scientists study space and test new ideas. Technicians build and repair 

equipment. 

There are also jobs for pilots, computer programmers, and safety workers. Each job is 

important to make sure launches are successful and safe. 

Students who are interested in aerospace often study science, technology, engineering, and 

math (STEM). These subjects help prepare them for future careers in the industry. 

 

Questions  

Multiple Choice 

9. Who designs rockets? 

A. Teachers 

B. Engineers 

C. Chefs 

D. Artists 

10. What subjects help students prepare for aerospace jobs? 

A. Music and art only 

B. Sports only 

C. STEM (science, technology, engineering, math) 

D. History only 

Short Answer 

11. Name one job in the aerospace industry. 

 

12. Why are different jobs important in aerospace? 

 

 

Critical Thinking  

     13.) Why do you think space exploration is important? 

 

14. Would you like to work in the aerospace industry? Why or why not? 
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15. What skills do you think someone needs to work with rockets or space? 

 

 

Bonus Activity (Optional) 

Draw and label a rocket. Include at least: 

• Nose cone 

• Body 

• Engines 

Bonus: Show where the rocket is going (space, Moon, satellites, etc.). 

 

 Answer Key for Teachers 

1. B 

2. B 

3. Aircraft fly in the sky; spacecraft travel in space 

4. Answers may vary (e.g., helps explore space, develop technology) 

5. B 

6. C 

7. To see rocket launches / they are exciting 

8. Brings tourists and money 

9. B 

10. C 

11. Answers may vary (engineer, scientist, technician, pilot) 

12. They help ensure safe and successful missions 

 


