Lesson Plan: The First Thanksgiving in Florida

Grade Level: 3rd-7th
Subject Areas: Social Studies, Florida History, Cultural Studies, Language Arts
Duration: 45-60 minutes

Objectives:
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

1. Describe the 1565 feast between Spanish settlers and the Timucua people in St.
Augustine.

2. Compare and contrast the Florida Thanksgiving with the more widely known 1621
Plymouth Thanksgiving.

3. Explain why Florida’s Thanksgiving is an important part of U.S. and Florida history.

Lesson Outline
1. Hook (5-10 minutes)

e Begin with a question: “Where do you think the first Thanksgiving happened?”

e Most students will say “Plymouth.” Reveal that the first Thanksgiving was actually in
Florida—over 50 years earlier!

e Show a map of Florida and point out St. Augustine.

(Optional: Show an image or short video about the St. Augustine settlement.)
2. Storytime / Mini Lecture (10 minutes)
Read or summarize the story of Pedro Menéndez and the Timucua.

You can use the information from our article, and/or the following websites:

e https://www.nps.gov/casa/learn/historyculture /the-first-thanksgiving.htm

e https://www.history.com/articles/did-florida-host-the-first-thanksgiving

The book America’s Real First Thanksgiving by Robyn Gioia is also a good resource for
younger students.

3. Discussion (10 minutes)
Ask:
e What foods might the Spanish have brought?

¢ What foods did the Timucua contribute?


https://www.nps.gov/casa/learn/historyculture/the-first-thanksgiving.htm
https://www.history.com/articles/did-florida-host-the-first-thanksgiving

e How is this similar or different from the Thanksgiving we celebrate today?
Make a Venn diagram comparing:

e Florida Thanksgiving (1565)

e Plymouth Thanksgiving (1621)

4. Hands-On Activity (15-20 minutes)
Choose one or more:

A. “Recreate the Menu” Craft
Students design a “historical menu” for the 1565 feast using drawings or digital
tools.

B. Food Tasting
Try some of the foods that historically may have been at the feast, such as turkey,
beans, corn, and chickpea stew. Students can also make hardtack, the sea biscuits
that the Spanish would have brought.

C. Role Play / Reader’s Theater
Assign roles (Menéndez, Timucua leader, settlers, priests) and have students reenact

the feast.

Extension Ideas

e Research the Timucua tribe and their culture.

e Compare this event to other early colonial celebrations of thanks.

e Visit (virtually or in person) Castillo de San Marcos or the Fountain of Youth
Archaeological Park in St. Augustine.



